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The men and women of Joint Task
Force-Bravo accomplished much in
2000, thefirst year of the new millenni-
um. Soldiers, airmenandMarines, along
with civil servants, foreign service na-
tionals and contractors met the chal-
lengesthat faced the command with en-
thusiasm, prof essionalismand pride.

Here's a roundup of some of the
eventsthat took placeover the past year
inchronological order.

JANUARY

The Soto Cano community escaped
the chaos anticipated as a result of the
Y 2K compurter glitch; however, theLove
Bug andthe Funny Jokeviruswouldlat-
er bitethe base. (Computer Tip: If you
receive 50 e-mailsin one morning that
containthesubjectline”l LoveYou,” as-
sumeyou either haveacomputer virusor
that you’re “theman.” Some here sus-
pectthat Y 2K wastheculprit responsible
for the painfully slow Internet connec-
tion on Soto Cano; however, sourcesre-
vedl that, infact, thebase’ snarrow band-
widthisby designsothat themassesfor-
get they have no running water in their
hooches.

*In other news, the 1st Battalion,
228th Aviation Regiment deployed to
Venezuelaafter deadly floodsand mud-
slidescontributed to that nation’ sworst
natural disasterinacentury. Withanes-
timated deathtoll of 30,000 and 400,000
homeless, the 1-228th had their hands
full flyingrelief missionsintheir UH-60
Blackhawk and CH-47 Chinook heli-
copters. Crews evacuated the sick, in-
jured and stranded, and transported med-
ical and relief supplies as well asfood
and water throughout this South Ameri-
can country.

*AlsoinJanuary, Command Sgt. Ma-
jor Herman Fisher accepted responsi bil -
ity asthetop enlisted member onthein-
stallation, replacing Command Sgt. M gj.
Humberto Rivera-Nadal. During the
changeof responsibility ceremony, Fish-
ersaid, “| consider thisaunique oppor-
tunity to work with one of the most di-
versified groupsof peopleinthemilitary
today.”

L ater, it would be revealed that the
new command sergeant major fancied
butterfliesand Beanie Babies. Nojoke.

*The Air Force Forces re-
ceivedits60K “Tunner” at the
beginning of thenew year. The
vehicleallowstheloadingand
unloading of cargoonand off a
variety of aircraft from a C-
130toa747. Theloaderisca-
pable of transporting and
transferring up to 60,000
pounds of palletized cargo,
shipping containers, airdrop
platformsandrolling stock. It
also pulls double duty as a
stagefor change of command
ceremonies.

FEBRUARY

In February, the Soto Cano
community enjoyed morethan
60 satellite channels of state-
sidetelevision programming.
Unfortunately, only six of
them actually worked. That's
because the satellite
provider's signal was too
weak to reach Honduras. |
might be exaggerating a bit
here, sinceonly 33 of thechan-
nelswent out. Said former J-6 Director
Magj. Milton Mariani, “We'll find afix.
Weknow how important satellitetelevi-
sionisfor themoral e of thetask force.”
By theend of theyear, J-6 had thebase's
cable TV system back on track. Some
viewers, however, have noticed a no-
tablevoid sincethevery popular Come-
dy Channel and Cartoon Network are
missing from the cablelineup.

*Soto Cano membersattended avari-
ety of Black History Month events on
base, including a cultural event held at
thedining facility, afashion show at the
former Beach Club (now The Oasis
Club) and video presentations shown at
thebaselibrary.

*New Horizons 2000 kicked off this
month with Task Force Santa Fe begin-
ningin El Salvador and Task Force Peli-
can starting in Belize. The task forces
built schools, clinicsand wellsin these
countriesover asix-month period. “ This
humanitarian  assistance exercise
strengthens an unwaiverable relation-
ship between our two governmentsthat
promotes peace, prosperity, security and
democracy. New Horizons 2000 im-
provesquality of lifefor students, teach-
ers, soldiersand every Belizeancitizen,”
saidHon Said Musa, Belize' sprimemin-
ister.

*During the first week of February,

medical teams from Kirtland AFB,
N.M., and several other bases participat-
edinamedical readinesstraining exer-
ciseor MEDRETE inthetown of Santa
Barbara. Almost 4,000 Honduran pa-
tients, who might not normally have had
theopportunity to seeadoctor or dentist,
received medical or dental treatment
duringtheexercise.

*TheFireDawgssaw plenty of action
in February, theheight of dry season, bat-
tling brush firesand blazes of f base. Al-
thoughtheir primary dutiesareto protect
base facilities and respond to aircraft
emergencies, the department’s 31 air-
men and six civiliansroutinely respond
to requests for assistance outside the
gatesof Soto Cano. Thedepartment has
amutual aid agreement with thetown of
Comayagua, and al so respondsto maj or
incidentsoff post, likethe Feb. 11 trans-
former explosion at theFranciscoMora-
zon hydroel ectric plant.

eInsportsaction, the* Old Schoolers,”
a group of hoopsters age 30 and over,
taught the New Schoolers, age 29 and
younger, alessoninBasketball 101. The
quartet of Bernard Harvey, Daryl “Big
T" Taylor, Eric Hilliard and Melvin
Cooper ledthe Old Schoolersto victory
duringthisgameandinthree subsequent
rematches.

A four-member helicopter MEDE-
VAC crew from the 214th Medical De-

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Charles Rmey

Staff Sgt. Mark Howland, former Soto Cano Fire Department station captain, extin-
guishes flames during afire south of the base Jan. 20, 2000.

tachment (Air Ambulance) (Forward)
receivedthe 1999 Army Aviation Asso-
ciation of America Air/Sea Rescue
Award for braving snake-infested trees
and hurricane-spawned floodsto rescue
stranded Hondurans during Hurricane
Mitch disaster relief operationsin No-
vember 1998. The UH-60 Blackhawk
crew, designated Witch Doctor 36, was
composed of CW3 Robert Rawlings,
CW2 Robert Flaugh, SGT Charles
Winchell and SGT Curt Conyers.

M ARCH

A 40-member team from Joint Task
Force-Bravo assisted Costa Rica's
counter-narcotic police in eradicating
about 1.3 million marijuanaplantsdur-
ing a Central Skies mission that swept
throughthecountry’ sTalamancaValley,
March 1 through 9. The team, dubbed
Task Force Enabler, provided CostaRi-
ca’ sPublic Security Ministry’s Special
Support Police command and control,
and crucial air support, flying three UH-
60 Blackhawks and a CH-47 Chinook
out of Puerto Limon Airport on the
Caribbean coast.

“To reach the lowest points, it
would’ vetakenthreeweekstogoinand
out of the jungle,” said Lt. Col. Minor
Quiros, head of the CostaRican special
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Commander’s Corner

Soto Cano Air Base, hardship assignment or paradise?

By Maj.James Combs
Joint Security Forces

Imagesof austere conditions, personal sacrifice, and
even harsh living conditions come to mind when one
deploys or transfers to a devel oping country such as
Honduras. What asurprisel received uponmy arrival
hereat Soto Canolast July. Thestories| wasprovided
aongwithmy own pre-conceived notionsof this“Wild
West” locationwere qui ckly extinguished.

Inmy 15yearsof traveling courtesy of Uncle Sam,
I’ d seen many inhospitablelocationsand have served
several “hardship,” or remote, tours. Wheninformed |
was heading for acommand in Central America, | as-
sumed moresacrificeon my part and another longyear.
Uponmy arrival to Soto Cano viathe" FreedomBird,”
I quickly noticedthelushtropical setting and beautiful
panoramaof the mountain rangesflanking Soto Cano.
Firstimpressionsweregood, | pondered, but after all,
12 monthsmust passbeforel get my “freedom.”

Thenext “awakening” for mewasthe base proper.
Although the landscape was dotted with wooden
“hooches,” the environment seemed very hospitable
and user-friendly to theresidentsof the base. Particu-

larly striking werethemany amenitiesavailableto base
residents. From the swimming pool to afirst-classfit-
nessfacility, the basetheater to thedining facility and
everything from alibrary to base clubs, Soto Canois
morethan amatch for any of theassignments| had ex-
perienced before.

Sofar sogood, but what about what Hondurashad to
offer us, and what about MWR activitieswithregardto
off-baseevents?Insomeof my assignmentstotheMid-
dleEast, off-basetravel, tourism and sightseeing were
only imaginary. However, | quickly realized Honduras
had amultitude of thingsto offer those of usstationed
here, andtheMWR activitieswereworld-classinevery
respect. Thestriking beauty of thiscountry and thehos-
pitality of itspeoplehhavemadealastingimpressionon
us all. The variety and sheer excellence of tours to
places like the Copan Ruins, Valley of the Angels,
Roatan and Utilal slands have madethistour (whether
PCSor TDY) morethan apassing deployment or just
killingtime.

Moreover, my experience hereat Soto Cano halfway
through my yearlong tour hastaught me many things
alongtheway. Thevalueof jointness; not thebuzzword
nor the impression of ajoint atmosphere, but the real
and earnest effortsof soldiers, airmen, and Marinesin

Chaplain’s Corner

What do you believe for certain?

By Chaplain (CPT) Arleigh vonSeggern
JTF-Bravo Chaplain

| recall when| wasachild oneevening asour fam-
ily was gathered around the television set and we
werewatching aweek-long program entitled“ The
Holocaust,” thestory of afamily inthedaysbefore,
during, and after WorldWear I1.

Thisfamily was Jewish, and the program brought
out theatrocities committed upon thisnation of peo-
ple. What wewere seeing didn’t makealot of sense,
and | recall asking my father if we knew thesethings
weregoing on and why wedidn’t do anything about
it. Hisanswer wasvery enlightening. Heresponded,
wehad heard of thesethings, but the storieswe heard
weresofar out and outlandish, wedidn't believeit.

But whether we can believe something istrueor
not, does not changethereality of something. Just
becausewe cannot believe something existsdoesnot
meanitisnotreal, and likewise, no matter how hard
wemay believe something that isnot true, no matter
how sincerewemay be, doesnot changethereality.

Take God. God is God. Believing in him or
choosing not to believedoesnot changethefact that
heisreal. It doesnot changethefact that hemadethe
Earth at hiscommand. It does not change the fact
that all wehave ultimately comesfrom him.

The big differenceis if we believe in him, we
know it and can take great comfort that he not only
made us and continuesto take care of our families
andus. Thisgivesusthecertainty and assurancethat
our livesareinhishandsandthat nothingistoo small
or insignificant for usto bring before him. For the
person who chooses not to believe, there can be
much uncertainty and unknowninthefuture.

In God' sWord, the Bible, welearnthetruth that
“Whilewewereyet sinners, Christdiedfor us’ (Ro-
mans5:8).

Whether wechooseto believewearesinful or not
doesnot changethefact that weare. Whether webe-
lieveor chooseto disbelievethat Christ died for us
doesnot changethefact Christ did. Thegood news
is, if webelievewearesinful andthat Christ diedfor
us, our sinisforgiven. Thatisafact wecanbelieve
with certainty!

Legal claims could bedenied if precautions not taken

acombined efforttoaccomplishavery real, and never-
ending, mission hereinthe Joint OperationsArea. The
cumulativeeffortsof multiple servicesand organiza-
tions, accompanied by interactionwith host nationand
other nation’ sforces, havebeenaninvaluablelearning
experiencefor myself and othersso fortunateto have
been stationed here. Inevery senseof theword, thisisa
truejoint task force, and onewhoseimpact isfelt much
further thantheboundariesof Soto CanoAir Baseor the
bordersof Honduras.

Asl depart Soto Canoinabout six monthsfor acom-
mandat NellisAFB insunny Nevada, I’ I surely reflect
on my time here at Soto Cano with a sense of accom-
plishment and theknowledgethat I’ vebeenacontribu-
tor to something much larger than any of uscould ever
imagine. For all theassignments|’ ve had, and for the
many deploymentsand contingencies!’ ve been apart
of, I shall alwayslook back onthe challengesand suc-
cessesof thisassignment withagreat senseof pride. In
retrospect, | hopeto say thiswasperhapsmy very best
assignment, perhapsnot so much for theactivitiesand
amenities, or even the mission, but the very special
peoplewho have made Soto Cano Air Base so memo-
rable. Soto Cano ahardship assignment?| don’t think

By CPT Bradley Glaze
Command Judge Advocate

Theft of personal items and
equipment from quarters or the
work place is a problem facing
many servicemembers and DOD
civilian employees. Servicemem-
bersand DOD civilians should be
awarethat recovery of money and
small, valuable items under the
claimssystemmay bedenied unless
special precautionsaretakento pro-

tect theseitems. To assistinrecov-
ering stolen money andthefair mar-
ket value of valuableitemssuch as
jewelry, watches, coins, etc, ser-
vicemembers should follow the
“double-lock rule.” This simply
means that the servicemember
should keep valuablesin alocked
drawer or container insideasecured
room. Thisisarulethat should be
followed in quartersand in the of -
fice.

If a servicemember or DOD
civilianleavesapurseor wallet un-

attended, theseitems should be se-
cured in alocked drawer or safe,
evenfor very short periods of time.
Under no circumstances should
such personal property be left
overnight in the workplace. Simi-
larly, money and val uableitemsl eft
unattendedin quartersshould bese-
curedinside of alocked container,
such as a safe, lockbox or drawer.
Absent suchfindings, itisunlikely
that claims for loss of such items
will be compensated by theclaims
system.
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support police’ smountainoperations. “ It
hasput abigdentinthetrafficker’ sprod-
uct volume. And that’ swhy wefight so
hard together, because wewant the mar-
ijuanaoff the streetsand out of thereach
of our children.”

+Sixteen Soto Cano membersjoined
morethan 130 personnel from the Unit-
ed Statesand 20 different countriesinan
exercise designed to train and educate
parti ci pantson how to better preparefor
and handle natural disastersin Central
America and the Caribbean. Called
FuerzasAliadas-Humanitarias, theexer-
cise was sponsored by U.S. Southern
Command and hosted by the Dominican
Republic. The scenario called for JTF-
Bravo to deploy forcesto Nicaraguain
order to set up a combined joint task
forcecell, which wasnamed Combined
Joint Task Force Central America. The
purpose of thiscell wasto support mock
disaster relief effortsin the Republic of
Nicaragua, which wasrecently hit by a
hurricane.

*Morethan 100 participantsfrom El
Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and
Joint Task Force-Bravo participated in
Operations Fuerzas Unidas (United
Force), March 12 through 16. Thefive-
day operation consisted of specialty
training, two airborne operations, and a
disaster relief exercise. The mission
tasked partici pantsto conduct non-tacti-
cal, combined airborne operations and
disaster relief operations. “ Thisexperi-
ence of using new equipment and being
abletojumpfromdifferent aircraft was
great,” said Capt. Edmundo Guatemala
from El Salvador’ s Special Forces.

*Aspart of themultinational jump ex-
ercise, ateam of healthcareprofessionals
from Soto Cano’ sMedical Element and
Honduras' armedforceseval uated more
than 115 patientsinthevillage of Quer-
bradaHondainAmaratecaValley, |ocat-
ed just north of the Tamara Drop Zone.
“1t was agood feeling knowing that so
little can a make a difference in their
lives,” said SSG James Shaffer, aformer
MEDEL radiology technician here.

*Alsoin March, 11 soldiers and two
airmen attended the M EDEL -sponsored
combat lifesavers course, learning to
treat casualtiesduring combat. “ Thein-
formation | learned will beinvaluableto
meif | ameverinalife-threatening situ-
ation,” said Tech. Sgt. LesaDubois, for-
merly of the AFFOR orderly room.

*March saw thedeparture of COL El-
liot Rosner and the arrival of COL Ed-
ward Martin Ill, as the interim com-
mander of Joint Task Force-Bravo.

Inastunning devel opment, many new
troops arrived at Soto Cano in March
while an equal number left. Those that
remained behind had tolearn abunch of
new namesand faces.

APRIL
A MEDEVAC crew savedthelifeof a
Dutch boy who was shot in the stomach

by piratesoff of Honduras' north coast.
WillemvanTuijl, age 13, sufferedin se-
vere pain for more than 20 hours until
Soto Cano’'s “Witch Doctors’ were
calledtothescene. Theteamof 1L T Jeff
Sullins, CW2 Chris Palumbo, SGT
Robert Congdon, SPC Ryan Ballasand
SPC Sergio Rojasdusted off from Soto
Cano and transported the critically
wounded youthtoahospital inLaCeiba.
Theteenwaslater flown by commercial
air to the Children’s Medical Center in
Dallaswithkidney and spinal cord dam-
age, which hasleft him paralyzed from
thewaist down.

oL ater in the month, a pair of CH-47
Chinook helicoptersfromthe1st Battal-
ion, 228th Aviation Regiment airlifted
more than 120 sacks of rice April 12 to
Misquito Indiansliving inthe northeast
corner of Honduras. The Chinookstrans-
ported the much-needed food to the re-
mote municipalities of Wanpusirpi and
Ahuas, where they were divvied out to
10 Misquito communities. Hurricane
Mitch destroyed the farmlands used by
theselndiansfarmers, who used to grow
corn, rice, plantains and manioc on the
banksof thePatucaRiver. Thehurricane
left theland barren, and the peoplewere
facing starvation. Thisiswhy Joint Task
Force-Bravo and the 1-228th, in part-
nership with the World Food Program,
which organized and managed therelief
effort, hel ped distributealmost 40 metric
tons of food donated by charitable.-or-
ganizationsinthe United States.

*On April 15,.Detachment 1, 612th
Air Operations Group deactivated dur-
ingan officia ceremony, and becamethe
612th Air BaseSquadron. TheAir Staff
approved thisorganizational changere-
quest becauseA FFOR hasamission sep-
arate and distinct from that of the 612th
AQOG, whichwarranted thedi stinction of
a squadron. Later that month, Lt. Col.
John Brainerd assumed command of the
new squadron and Air Force Forces on
Soto.Cano.

*When you livein paradise, softball
season never ends, at least, soit seemsat
SotoCano. TheAir ForceForcesTeam 1
managed to pull out of a nosedive in
April towinthe Soto CanoAir Basesoft-
ball championshipfor thethird seasonin
arow.'The 20-3 AFFOR sguad almost
had their threepeat dashed by awell-or-
ganized.Comayaguateam composed of
Hondurans:..The, Hondurans actually
beat the Americansat their national pas-
timeinthefirstgameofithe night, 13-8;
but the Comayaguateam had to ptay AF-
FOR again, because of the'deubl.e-elim-
ination format.

*“They just outplayed us, hit the ball
whenthey hadtoand madeall theroutine
plays. We didn't,” said David Beeson,
AFFOR pitcher that season.

*More than 20 soldiers and airmen
participatedin SPIES(Special Patrol In-
filtration/Exfiltration System) training
inthe X-ray areaof Soto Cano. Some of

Photo by 1stLt. Kim Garbett

Afteral2-day counterdrug operation patrolling the coastline of the Dominican
Republic, supplies and UH-60 Blackhawks were unloaded from a C-5 Galaxy
atthe end of Operation Night Stalker July 30.

the soldiersand airmenwho participated
inthetrainingalsotook partinrappelling
from aUH-60 Blackhawk before com-
mencing with SPIEStraining.
*Fliersfromthe 1-228th’ sAlphacom-
pany took partintheArmy swimtest and
pre-dunker swimmingtest aspart of their
annual training. Two dozen soldierstook
partinthetestto ensurethey could swim
andfloatif they ever ditched their helos
over water. Aviatorsmust be ableto sur-
vivelong enough until helparrives.

MAY

During the first week of May, the
base’s air traffic controllers welcomed
the addition of a new mobile tower.
Perched atop, a Humvee and standing
nearly 15-feet tall, the new mobiletower
broughtasigh of relief tothecontrollers.
For months, thecontrollershad worked
out of aformer'guard'shack that issmall-
er than mosttreeforts, but with lessvisi-
bility.andno placeto dropwater balloons
on unsuspecting passers:by.

The new mobile tower can hold four
peoplecomfortably and directanunlim-
ited number of planesat the sametime;
the tower will serve asthe base of ATC
operationsanddirect traffic until the per-
manent siteiscompl eted

*The 1st Bn., 228th Aviation Regi-
ment returned May 8 from a successful
counterdrug mission on the islands of
Trinidadand Tobago. Themission, titled
Operation\Weedeater, required acrew of
24 personnel fromthe 1-228th and Joint
Security-Forcesto provide aviation re-
connai ssancesupporttotheTrinidad and
Tobago Security Forces.

Using two UH-60 Blackhawks, air-
crewshel pedthe DEA andtactical police
locate and eradi cate morethan $29 mil-
lionworth of marijuanaplantsontheis-
lands. Thiswasthe secondtimein less
than six monthsthat aWeedeater opera-
tion has been conducted in Trinidad.
However, itwasafirst-ever eventfor the
men and women of the 228th as they
used a U.S. Reserve Command C-5
Galaxy to deploy their personnel and

equipment, which included the two
Blackhawk helicopters.

*New Horizonsconstructionendedin
Belize at the end of May. Many Belize
childrenwill benefit from the sweat and
hard work put in by many members of
America sArmed Forcesduring Opera-
tion New Hope. A total of seven schools
had extensionsadded to them, whichin-
cluded 20 new classroomsbuilt with co-
operationfromtheMarines, soldiers, air-
men and Seabeesfrom Task Force Peli-
can. There were also four wellsdug in
several towns, repairsmadeto four other
wellsand medical treatment and screen-
ingwasprovidedtomorethan 8,000 Be-
lizeans, free of cost. During a closing
ceremony speech, Maj. Gen. Bennett
Landreneau, adjutant general, Louisiana
National Guard, said, “Last year | said,
‘New Hope is not about buildings and
wells, it sabout building bondsbetween
people and between governments.’ | be-
lievethe mission of New Hope hasbeen
accomplished andit hasbeen asuccess.”

*Air ForcedoctorsfromWilford Hall
Medical Center in San Antonio, Texas,
gaveHonduran childrenwith orthopedic
problemsachancefor abrighter future
when they made avisit to Hospital Es-
cuelain Tegucigal pa. Thedoctorstreat-
ed many childrenwith congenital disor-
derssuch as hip problemsand club feet
aswell aschildrenwithinjuriesthat nev-
er properly mended.

*A medical health and wellness fair
took placeat thediningfacility, raising
thelevel of awarenessservice members
currently havetoward preventivemedi-
cine. MEDEL personnel aretryingtoex-
posesoldiers, airmen and Honduransto
the many preventive measures that are
availableto them. Thismedical aware-
ness exposition had several interactive
stationssuch aslatex breasts containing
cancer-like lumps that visitors could
simulate a self-examination on and a
“wheel of fortune” where participants
could win prizes. Also on the medical

SeeYear in Review Page4
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Col. (Dr.) Charles Hardin, from the 59th Medical Wing, out of Lackland Air

Force Base, Texas, works on one of many patients at a Medical Readiness
Training Exercise held Aug. 13through 24in Honduras.
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sideof thehouse, an Air Forceclinical psychol ogist saw
patients during a three-month stint that began in May.
Base officialshopeto soon have apsychol ogist perma-
nently assignedto Soto Cano.

JUNE

The May-June timeframe was a nightmare for drug
traffickersin Central Americaasthetask force conduct-
ed two Central Skiesmissionswithinweeksof each oth-
er. Thefirst mission, Mayan Jaguar, was conducted the
last week of May, launching from Puerto Barrios,
Guatemala, a scenic port on the country’s small
Caribbean coast. Although not a single marijuana | eaf
was found, nor a dime bag of cocaine uncovered, the
commander of the counter-narcotic operation calledita
success. “We' rebuilding for thefuture,” said LTC Brian
K eeth, the operation’ scommander. “ Our victory wasto
regainthepolitical will to conduct Central Skiesopera-
tionsin Guatemala, and to beableto trainwiththeir po-
liceand military forcesinthecounterdrug effort.”

*The Task Force had better luck aweek later during
Operation Lifesaver |1, aCentral SkiesmissioninHon-
duras. OnJune5, intelligence sourceslearned that an 18-
wheeler truck, known to be moving drugs through the
area, would be moving through Honduras that day. A
truck matching that description was spotted heading to-
ward Guatemal aand was stopped and detai ned by Hon-
duranauthorities. Thecounterdrugteamgot thecall, and
within an hour wasontheir way totheintercept site. The

team took a228th UH-60 Blackhawk with aDEA agent,
JSF dog handler, adog and seven Honduran counternar-
coticscopsto thelocation. There, they discovered 283
bundlesof cocaineweighing akilo eachinsidethetruck.
Thecocainewassaid to have astreet val ue of $566,000
inMiami. “ Thiswasthelargest drug bust in history for a
Cent{]al Skies mission conducted in Honduras,” said
Keeth.

*The 1-20th Special Forces Group, commanded by
LTC Timothy Payne, began setting up shop June 9 in
preparationfor athree-week combined training exercise
with the Honduran special forces units called a Joint
Combined Exercisefor Training. The JCET missionsare
designedto provide Specia Forceswithimmersiontrain-
ing and promotefamiliarity and closeworking relation-
ships between U.S. troops and those of foreign forces
whichinturnhelp usto promotedemocratic values, in-
cluding humanrights, inthecustomsand |anguageof the
people.

*Other newsincluded aCH-47 Chinook that wasdis-
patchedtothelush Utilaisland to hel p battleunderground
firesthat had been smolderingfor several days. Thefires
weremoving along therootsof mangrovetrees, random-
ly popping abovegroundto burn grassesandtrees. The
Chinook ferried two FireDawgsfrom Soto Cano, and 12
bomberos, or Honduran firefighters. The Chinook used
its“Bambi” water bucket that can hold several thousand
gallonsof water to drop onfiresburning above ground.

A new constructiontechnique, which couldbeusedin
futuremilitary engineer exercises, wasused in the con-
struction of the Corquin Clinic in western Honduras.
Most military construction projects, including the New
Horizons exercises, use concrete masonry unit block
construction. However, the construction of the 34-room

Members of the Guatemalan Department of Anti-Narcotics deploy fromalstB
Guatemala City, Guatemala, during Mayan Jaguar, May 22 through 29. The Ce

hospital clinic wasbuilt using “ panel” instead of blo
construction. Panel construction bringstheadvantages
increased durability, greater versatility, and reduc
costs. Theconstructiontechniqueisal somuchfaster th
block construction andrel atively easy tolearn.

*During achange of command ceremony at the Tan
raDrop Zone, LTC Brian Keeth relinquished comma
of Army Forcesto LTC Wayne Deneff. Also duringt
month, LTCWilliam Braun passedtherei ns of comma
for the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment to .-
Scott Ciluffo.

*For the first two weeks of. June, ateam of docto
nursesand medical techni ciansfromtwo military hos
talsin San Antonio, Texasoperated onindigent patiel
with perforated eardrumsfrom chronic ear i nfections
L eonardo Martinez Hospital in San Pedro Sula, Hc
duras's industrial and trade capital. Capt. (Dr.) Dé
Thomas, aformer flight surgeon at Soto Cano and t
mission’sOIC, said, “Thisiswhy | becameadoctor.
theend, thiswill probably bethe most rewardi ngexpe
ence of my tour in Honduras. For many families, thi<
theonly chancethein childwill haveto hear. And withc
hearing, you’ reso disconnectedfromtheworld. Thissi
gery offerslife-changingpossibilities.”

JuLy

During achangeof command ceremony, held July 7
the 1-228th Aviation Regiment*shanger, a new col
mander was handed the Joint.T.ask Force-Bravo guidc
Thenew commander, COL MichaelWWood, cameto S
CanofromtheRepublicof K orea,whereheserved ast
Chief of PlansDivision J-5, United States Forces Keori
Thecolonel replaced COL Edward Martin, who.serv
four monthsat Soto Cano.
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, 228th Aviation Regiment UH-60 Blackhawk during ademonstration for VIPs in
ies mission bolstered Guatemala’s resolveto fightdrug traffickers.

*The New Horizons mission in the mountains near
nagua, Nicaraguawaswell under way inJuly. More
in150U.S. troopsand 80 Nicaraguan soldierswerede-
yedtothetask forcethrough September. Themain ob-
tivesof themissionwereto set up base camp and con-
Jct the proposed projects- two clinicsand atwo-room
10ol-withalatrinefacility.

Theengineersworked withirregularly sized concrete
)eks, -odd-shaped windows, unfamiliar equipment,
repartsandtools. Althoughthiswasoneof thebiggest
)blemstheteam faced, they overcameit by ingenuity
Jimprovisation.

Aucust

With only anine-day spin-up, Operation Night Stalk-
Jeployed to the Dominican Republic with a35-mem-
:team from Soto Cano that wasfocused on providing
jhttime counterdrug coastal surveillance along the
Intry’ scoastline. Theprimary goal wastoassistinde-
ring drugsfrom entering the Dominican Republicfor
iduration of the mission, and during that 12-day peri-
i the presence of U.S. forces effectively and signifi-
itly curtailed drug.movement along the coastline.
ug smugglersand a“ge-fast” boat scheduledto arrive
‘e Dominican Republic withthe $35 million cargo of
sainedidturn back; bypassing the Dominican Repub-
for Puerto. Rico,-said Mgj. Gary McMeen, the task
ce’ soperationsofficer.

Also during the Central Skiesmission, the228thwas
patched to,aidavillage of Cabecalndians, whowere
feringifram an outbreak of E.Coli poisoning. More
in 200-kndians, mostly children, experienced severe
miting and diarrheafromthepoisoning. AMEDEVAC
ackhawk winged out to thevillageand delivered med-

Photo by Master Sgt. Pat McKenna

ical suppliestorelievethesuffering.

Almost 50 personnel from Joint Task Force-Bravoand
the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment deployedto
Puerto Limon, CostaRica, to assist that nation’ scounter-
drug policewithfinding and destroying marijuana. Over
an eight-day period, despite weather setbacks and me-
chanical difficulties, theU.S. military team and CostaRi-
can mountain police destroyed morethan 622,000 mari-
juanaplants, ranging fromtiny sproutsto 12-foot plants.
“Motivation for the mission was sky-high for both the
U.S. and CostaRican personnel, adding to the enthusi-
asm to do the mission,” said LTC Wayne Deneff, Task
Force Enabler commander. “ The main goal wasto go
downto CostaRicaandtrainandwork withthe CostaRi-
cans. Along withthat (main goal), we accomplished the
mission and conducted asuccessful eradication mission
...al of itdonesafely.”

*Alsoin August, thepilot of aC-130decided hewould
rather land at Soto CanoAir Basethantakehischancesat
aNicaraguan airport whenwarninglightsontheplanehe
was piloting reported there were problemswithitsland-
inggear. Unlikemost in-flight emergencies, the base had
plenty of timeandforewarning that theaircraft wascom-
ingin. Seven vehiclesand amost 30 personnel fromthe
firedepartment, alongwithtroopsfromtheMedical Ele-
ment and other base operationsagencies, scrambledtore-
spond to the in-flight emergency. In the end, the plane
safely landed at Soto Cano.

*A plastic surgery team of 10 Air Force doctors, an
anesthesiol ogist and nursesfromtheWilford Hall M ed-
ical Center at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas, treated
Hondurans for injuries and congenital diseases at Co-
mayagua’ s Santa Teresa Hospital from Aug. 13 to 24.
Congenital diseasessuch ascleft lipsand pal atesoften go

Photo by Master Sgt. Pat McKenna

A 1-228th CH-47 Chinook helicopter from Soto Cano AB pulls the
sunken Honduran UH-1 helicopter out of thereservair.

untreated in Honduras. “ One of my favorite patientsthat
| havehad wasa12-year-old boy who had an unrepaired
cleftlip and palate, who walked for three days, by him-
self,toget here,” said Col. (Dr.) CharlesHardin, chief of
the plastic surgery MEDRETE. “Of course thereisno
way to get parental consent, but we asked himif hispar-
entsknew wherehewas, hesaid*S,” and we performed
theoperation.”

«Jumping back to March, thecommander of Joint Task
Force-Bravo’' sMedica Elementissued achallengetothe
base: If morethan 20 studentssigned upfor theUniversi-
ty of Maryland human biology class he volunteered to
teach, hewould donate histeaching feeto charity. Twen-
ty-eight studentsfrom all five of thebase’ smajor subor-
dinatecommandsenrolledin hisclassthelargest college
classever convened on Soto Cano. InAugust, LTC(Dr.)
Michael Russo handed over $1,600 to MarineLt. Col.
Roy Harlan, former deputy director of civil affairsand
past president of theHonduran Charitable Organization.

SEPTEMBER

A teamof U.S. soldiers, sailorsand airmen pulled up
the wreckage of aHonduran Air Force UH-1H “Huey”
helicopter in mid-September that had crashed and sunk
35feet tothebottom of areservoir in Central Honduras.
Three Honduran airmen and one passenger werekilled
June 26 when thelow-flying helicopter struck awireca-
blestrung acrossthe El Coyolar Dam. Thehelicopter was
participatinginajoint United Statesand Honduran mili-
tary exercisecalled RelampagoAzul (“BlueLightning”),
andwasreturningtoHernan AcostaMgjiaAir ForceBase
whenit crashed. Search and rescue personnel and divers

SeeYear in Review, Page6
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from Joint Task Force-Bravo at Soto
Canojoined with Honduran emergency
workerstorecover thebodieson June27.

*Thenin September, ateam fromthe
Mobile Diving and Salvage Unit Two
Detachment at Roosevelt Roads Naval
Station, Puerto Rico, and 40-odd mem-
bers from Joint Task Force-Bravo, in-
cludingAir Forcefirefightersandrescue
personnel, Army military policeand hel-
icopter riggers, convoyed out to the El
Coyolar Dam, about 25 milesfrom Soto
Cano and about 40 miles from Teguci-
galpa

Thediversattached rubber bagstothe
Huey, inflating them with compressed
air. Within a minute, the 7,000-pound
helicopter floated tothe surface. A twin-
rotored CH-47 Chinook helicopter from
Soto Cano’s 1st Battalion, 228th Avia-
tion Regiment dropped a100-foot cable,
which the divers attached to the sling-
loaded Huey. The Chinook pulled the
mangled UH-1 helicopter across the
reservoir and deposited it on aconcrete
pad onthe dam’ sbanks.

*Public affairs practitioners from
throughout Central America and the
Caribbean converged on Soto Cano for
thefirst-ever multilateral public affairs
exchange seminar Sept. 10 through 14.
Representing eight countries, including
Guatemala, El Salvador, Panama,
Nicaragua, the Dominican Republic,
Costa Rica, Honduras and the United
States, more than 35 top military and
civilian leaders came to Soto Cano to
share experiences and knowledge be-
tween the many countries and to stan-
dardize different approaches to public
affairs. The countries selected were all
Spani sh speaking; the seminar was con-
ducted entirely in Spanish. USSOUTH-
COM PA spearheaded the concept for
this pilot program, in conjunction with
the Commander in Chief’ svision. Joint
Task Force-Bravo was sel ected asatest
siteby USSOUTHCOM for apotential
future Public Affairs Exchange Center,
where multilateral exchanges like this
could continueto occur onaregular ba-
Sis.

*On Sept. 20, the Marines landed at
Soto Cano. For thenext four months, the
Marinesworked hand-in-hand with the
airmenandlonesoldier at the Joint Secu-
rity Forcesand theHonduranLaGuardia
maintaining base security and law en-
forcement operations for JTF-Bravo.
TheMarinescamefrom Reserveunitsin
fivestates: California, Kentucky, Min-
nesota, Ohio and Pennsylvania.

Soldiers and Marines deployed to
Nicaragua for Task Force Sebaco in
Nicaragua, wrapped up their projects
and completed their mission during this
month. Engineers there built a new
school andtwoclinics, aswell asaswing
set and compost latrine, which was put
behind the school withleftover material.
The road to the school was reworked
with gradersand other heavy equipment

tomakeaccesseasier for the
children.

“One of the best parts
about doing this type of
mission is seeing how it is
appreciated by thoselocals
whowill usethefacilities,”
said CSM John Harris,
Company A, 1st Battalion,
20th Special Forces Group
fromAlabamaHarris. “We
wereabletomakeafew mi-
nor improvements along
withtheprojectslike, level
the playing field and some
of the roads around here.
After weleveled them, alit-
tle girl came up to me and
said‘ Thank you. Now | can
ride my bike.” It's not just
the major things, but the
small things that make all
thedifference.”

<
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Whilein Nicaragua, one Mem bers of Joint Task Force-Bravo search and rescueteam carry acasualty to safety dur-

engineer, SGM Paul Madi-
gan, organized a charity
drive that allowed the task forceto do-
nate morethan 2,000 poundsof clothing
and school suppliesto orphanages and
the needy in Nicaragua and Honduras.
“Asyou canimagine, thechildrenwere
excited and overjoyed,” said Madigan.
“All of the work was done through the
volunteer effortsof many people, organ-
izationsand businesses. It wasavery dif-
ficult project, but probably the most
worthwhile | have ever been involved
with.”

A teamfrom Soto Cano’ scivil affairs
tactical support section traveled to Sa-
lomon Pineda Castellanos, a grade
school in Siguatepeque, to deliver much-
needed school supplies. The school
teaches about 200 studentsin grades 1
through 6. Theteam delivered two boxes
of supplies including pens, pencils,
crayons, rulers, notebooks and chalk.
Theschool alsoreceivedaHonduran na
tional flag to honor the Month of Hon-
duran Independence.

*Finally in September, aU.S. Army
Manpower Team madeavisitto conduct
a complete review of all positionsin
Army Forces, Medical Element, Joint
Security Forcesand the Joint Staff. The
team’s three-week visit addressed not
only the proper manning requirements
for each area but also the constant
turnover battle and inadequate notifica-
tion time some of our personnel receive
for their deployment to JTF-Bravo. The
team concluded that everybody on Soto
Canoworksmuchtoo hard, recommend-
ing that the Army should doubletheman-
ning on the base! (OK, that last part |
madeup...)

OCTOBER
On Oct. 1 and 2, Category 1V Hurri-
caneKeith stalled over Belize, dumping
morethan 30 inchesof torrential rainin
some areas and walloping its coastline

ing amass casualty exercise Oct. 24.

and tourist islandswith sustained winds
of 135mph. Theislandsof Caye Caulker
and Ambergris Cayereceived the brunt
of the storm. Winds and asix-foot high
storm surgetrashed thetown of San Pe-
droon AmbergrisCaye, tearing of f roofs,
splintering piers, grounding boats and
flooding homes on the town’ swestern,
lagoonside.

Officiasestimateit will cost millions
of dollars to restore tourist-dependent
Belize scoral-fringed caysand gin-clear
waterstotheir natural beauty. After Kei-
th meandered itsway slowly acrossthe
Yucatan Peninsulainto the Gulf of Mex-
ico, a38-member team composed of pro-
fessionalsfrom Joint Task Force-Bravo
and the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation
Regiment took of from Soto Cano on
Oct. 4 inthree UH-60 Blackhawks and
one CH-47 Chinook and flew to Belize
City toset up operations. U.S. Southern
Command sent in the Soto Cano teamto
assess the condition of the runway at
Philip S.W. Goldson International Air-
portinBelize City andtoferry officials
fromtheU.S. Officeof Foreign Disaster
tooutlyingareas, wherethey could eval -
uate the damage. Besides the assess-
ments, the team made emergency food
drops and delivered medical supplies,
water, toiletries and other much-needed
itemsthroughout the country.

“Nobody elsecould offer thesameca-
pabilitiesasrapidly asJoint Task Force-
Bravocould,” said COL Michael Wood,
JTF-Bravo commander. “Our rapid re-
sponse showed our commitment to the
region and the people of Belize. We're
key Central American partners, per-
forming the CINC's regional engage-
ment strategy.”

*During the first week of October, a
10-member U.S. military surgical team
treated patients with hand injuries and
deformitiesat Hospital Escuela, ateach-
ing hospital in Tegucigalpa. The team

was composed of two hand surgeons, a
hand surgeon resident, an anesthesiol o-
gist, anurseanesthetist, an occupational
therapist, an operating room nurse, an
enlisted OR technician, andtwo enlisted
orthopedic techs. The majority of the
teamwasfrom Darnell Army Communi-
ty Hospital at Fort Hood, Texas. In addi-
tionto the 10-member team, three mem-
bers from Joint Task Force-Bravo lent
their assistance by working thelogistics
of themission and by providing atrans-
lator. Thiswasthe second such hand sur-
gery MEDRETE conducted in Hon-
duras. Unlikeother MEDRETEs, which
focus on aiding the indigent Honduran
patients while training U.S. military
health professionals for war, the hand
surgery visitsal so provide medical edu-
cation to Honduran physiciansand resi-
dents.

“Wedidn't goouttothebooniestodo
this exercise; we came to Hospital Es-
cuelafor agoodreason,” saidLTC (Dr.)
Mark Bagg, the team leader, who also
did a six-month stint at Soto Cano in
1991. “Oneof thebiggestimpactsof this
missionisshowing (Honduran) doctors
and residentshow to manage acute hand
injuries. Hand surgery isafairly neglect-
edfieldinHondurasand hasn’t captured
theinterest of physicianshere. Onerea-
sonisthat they don’t havethe equipment
to do thistype of surgery properly. You
need smaller instruments, smaller su-
tures, magnifying glasses and micro-
scopes. Itisvery complicated andintri-
catework. If youdon’t havetherightin-
struments, hand surgery isn't a lot of
fun.”

*In other MEDEL news, COL (Dr.)
James Martin took over as commander
of Joint Task Force-Bravo’ sMedical El-
ement (MEDEL) from LTC (Dr.)
Michael Russoin an outdoor ceremony

SeeYearin Review, Page7
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held Oct. 6. Russo left Soto Cano Air
Basefor Walter Reed Army Institute of
Research to serveas Chief, Department
of Biomedical Assessment, Division of
Neuropsychiatry. Martin came to Soto
CanofromtheHealth ServicesDivision
of the Office of Surgeon General, Wash-
ington, D.C. Martinisanativeof Oxford,
Miss., and received hisbachel or of sci-
enceinchemistry fromtheUniversity of
Mississippi, obtaining his doctorate of
medicinefromthe University of Missis-
sippi Medical Center.

*Athletes competed in the first-ever
Mondo Hondo Triathlon held Oct 6,
competinginaracethat combined swim-
ming, bicyclingand running. Thecom-
petitors completed a seven laps in the
pool, followed by atwo-lap, 12.5 mile
bicycleridearound the perimeter of So-
toCanoAir Baseandendingwitha?2.5-
mile run that concluded in front of the
Recovery Room Café. JoshuaK eesal of
MEDEL took the overall title, placing
firstinthemen’s34-and-under division
withatimeof 1 hour ,12 minutes, 9 sec-
onds, outdistancing theentirefield. The
topfinisherinthewomen’ sdivisionwas
DanaThomas, alsofromMEDEL.

*Eight members from Joint Task
Force-Bravo also participated in the
Army 10-Miler, thelargest 10-milerace
in the nation, Oct. 15, in Washington,
D.C. Theteam from Soto Cano compet-
ed against 122 other teamsenteredinthe
themixed open military category, finish-
ingin 30th place, astrong showing con-
sidering theteam camefromapost of on-
Iy 500 military members. Theteam in-
cluded Sheldon Thomas, John Kunst-
beck, Christopher Danbeck, Elias Odar,
Irving Rodriguez, Kevin Santos, Tricia
EvansandMelissaMelger.

NOVEMBER
More than 45 members from Joint
Task Force-Bravo and the 1st Battalion,
228th Aviation Regiment flew across

Air Base, El Salvador, for a nine-day
counterdrug mission. OperationAllied
Action kicked off Nov. 13 with an air-
craft package consisting of three UH-60
Blackhawks, one CH-47 Chinook and
one UH-60 MEDEVAC. In nine days,
89.5 aircraft hours were logged with
about 20 missionsflown. Theoperation
was part of the JTF-Bravo's Central
Skiescounterdrug program designed to
provide support to U.S. DEA and host
nation law enforcement agencieswhile
conducting countrywide counterdrug
operations. The Central Skies program
worksto strengthen bilateral and multi-
lateral cooperationagainstillegal narco-
trafficking.

Theconcentration of effort of thispar-
ticular Central Skieswasthe emphasis
on border control checkpoints. A CH-47
Chinook transported apickup truck and
U.S. DEA and El Salvadoran law en-
forcement officialsset up roadblocksat
selected border checkpoints while a
Blackhawk provided additional surveil-
lancein theskies. In another part of the
country, two Blackhawks conducted
training and headed out on marijuana
eradi cation missionsand surveillanceor
clandestine airfield operations. “Al-
though we came up empty handed — no
marijuana, no narco-traffickers,” said
LTCWayneDeNeff, Task ForceEnabler
commander, “the training was critical
and the team did an outstanding job
working together. We accomplished
what we set out to do: engage with the
host nation, coordinate with them, and
plan and work together with other gov-
ernment agencies.”

*On Nov. 9, Soto Cano leaders and
Honduran officerswalked the perimeter
of Soto Cano during “Caminata de los
Coroneles “ or “La Caminata’ asit is
more commonly called. The Colonels’
Foot March isacombined walk hosted
biannually by the Joint Task Force-Bra-
vocommander. Themarchisdesignedto

Honduras' western border into [lopango

e

“be a good chance for fellowship with

T
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A competitorinthe Mondo Hondo Triathlon swims for the end of the pool and
the next part of his journey. The Mondo Hondo Triathlon is atest of the com-
petitor’s endurance, swimming 400-metersinthepool, followed by riding abi-
cyclefor12.5miles and thenrunning 2.5 miles to thefinish line.

our Honduran guests,” said COL
Michael Wood, JTF-B commander. “ The
advantage to hosting this Caminata is
that it’s not only enhancing the cama-
raderie between the United States and
Honduras, but it also givesthekey mili-
tary leadersin-country achanceto talk
about thingswewouldn’t normally have
achancetotalk about. The Caminatais
also a great opportunity to repay the
Honduransfor hosting usintheir coun-
try.”

*Gen. Peter Pace, U.S. Southern
Command commander in chief, made
hisfirst visit to Soto Cano, after assum-
ing commandin September. Herecelved
abriefing from JTF-Bravo officialsand
toured thebase. During hisvisit, hesaid
“l want you all toknow that therippleef-
fect of what you' redoing hereisgreater
thanyouthink it tobe; it hasinternation-
al implications. Thereare alot of folks
who recognize and appreciate you are
hereaway from your families, especial-
ly duringtheholidayslikethis. Thereare
many who arethankful for what you do
inthisregion.”

*A Special Forces team from Fort
Bragg, N.C., with assi stancefrom Joint
Task Force-Bravo, attempted to “de-
fuse” thelandminethreatinNicaraguain
November. Eight noncommissioned of-
ficers and a captain from the Special
Forces Operational Detachment Alpha
731, 1st Battalion, 7th Special Forces
Group, spent October and November
training 50 Nicaraguan soldiersfroman
emergency response platoon. The Span-
ish-speaking U.S. team-taught the sol-
diers how to carry out United Nations
humanitarian demining operationssafe-
ly at the School of Sergeants near Man-
agua. The Nicaraguanscall their demi-
ning soldiers“ zapadores,” Spanish for
sappers— troopswho specializein de-
ploying and detecting mines.

Joint Task Force-Bravo provided | o-
gistical support to the special forces
team, and sent two officers, MAJ Paul
Dulchinosand CPT CharlesBattiste—
toNicaraguafor about aweek toassistin
thetraining. “Weordered all the equip-
ment and suppliesso theteam could con-
duct their training with the
Nicaraguans,” said Dulchinos, deputy
director of JTF-Bravo’ sengineering sec-
tion. “Wesuppliedthemwitheverything
they needed to do their jobs:from mine
detectorsandKevlar blast suitsto MREs
andimmunizations. It’ sasmall mission
withahugeimpact that hasinternational
visibility. Andit’ sjust onemoreexample
of thetask force’ shumanitarian effortsin
theregion.”

eIn Turkey Bowl 2000, the annual
football grudge match between the Air
Force and Army at Soto Cano, the Air
Forceconceded thevictory totheArmy
by thescoreof 28-24.

A top Air Force official, who asked
not to be named, admitted the Air Force
tanked the game, because as he stated,
“We' ve won this game so many times
that wewereafraidtheArmy guyswould
quit playingus. Sowefeltthat if they got
the sweet taste of victory intheir mouths
once every couple years, then they

wouldn't take their ball and go home.”
This clever strategy seems to have
worked. Anthony Elmore of ARFOR
caughta“Hail Mary” passthat bounced
off ateammate and an AFFOR defender
to score the winning touchdown with
1:04leftontheclock.“Myfirstintention
wasto maketheplay,” said EImore, who
playedwidereceiver. “ I’ mtheplaymak-
erfor thisteam, and | didwhat | hadtodo
tomaketheplay.”

*In other sportsaction, theAir Force
Forces“A” team pulled off atrifectain
thefinal sof thebase softball tournament,
defeating the Winged Warriors of 1st
Battalion, 228th Aviation Regiment once
and the J Staff twice, capturing the base
softball title. TheAFFOR teamwontheir
way out of theloser’ sbracket by holding
onto a 16-12 victory over the Winged
Warriors. The airmen came out and
poundedthe J-Staff inthefinals18-6and
18-8. TheJ-Staff cameintothegameun-
defeated and needed to win one of the
two gamesfor thetitle. Thegamewasa
rematch of the semifinals, where the J-
Staff had sent AFFOR “ A” totheir only
defeat of thetournament.

DECEMBER

Allinall, December wasthe slowest
news month at Soto Cano. Many folks
went homefor theholidays, whilethose
that stayed tried to doleout some Christ-
mascheer tothoselessfortunate. Sever-
al unitsthrew Christmaspartiesat thelo-
cal orphanages, whiletheAir Forceheld
aChristmasBall at the PrincessHotel in
Tegucigal pa.

*The biggest story of the month was
that Air Force medical professionals
fromthe90th and 341st Medical Groups
conducted aMEDRETE on Honduras'
Mosquito Coast. At abasecampin Cat-
acamas, patients were treated for their
aches and pains, received immuniza-
tions, dental care, and received eye
checks. The medical team also distrib-
uted eyeglasses to those who needed
them. Overall, the group treated 3,226
patients, 734 dental patientsand immu-
nized 990 people. Thegroup al so passed
out 413 pairsof glasses. Themost impor-
tant part of thetrip, however, could not
bequantifiedinmerenumbers, butinthe
many lives touched by the doctors and
medics. Atthevillageof Tikkarya, deep
in the Mosquito Coast of Honduras,
medicsbroughtinstant relief for many of
thevillagers. “ Thisisadifferent culture
than many Honduransknow about where
many of the people don’t even speak
Spanish,” said COL (Dr.) JamesMartin,
MEDEL commander. “ Thisisthe most
primitiveareawehavebeentoand oneof
themostinaccessible. Thereisadramat-
icneedfor servicesand care.”

Andsothat wrapsup 2000. Asyou’ve
read, the men and women of Soto Cano
Air Base accomplished much over the
past year, performing professionally and
admirably in fulfilling the CINCUS-
SOUTHCOM'’ sengagement strategy for
theregion. Intheyear to come, members
of JTF-Bravowill again beready to meet
thechallengesthat will facethem.
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BRIEFS
Prevent Bicycle Theft

Please ensure your bicycles are se-
cured properly or housed accordingly.
Soto Cano haswitnessed an outbreak of
bike thefts immediately after the new
year rolled around. Take nothing for
granted--thievesare on the prowl hereat
Soto CanoAir Base.

Troop to Cop, Teacher
MostArmy personnel arevery familiar
withtheArmy ACAPTransition Officein
charge of Troops to Cops, TROOP TO
TEACHERS, and all Transition/Career
Programs on CONUS posts. In accor-
dancewithAR 621-5, all Army Educa-
tion Centersrefer personnel tofollow the
three-sheetswebreferral sheetsgivenout
by the education technician, and com-
plete follow-up when you return to
CONUS ACAP offices. Air Force,
Marinesand Army havedifferent regul a-
tions; the Army centers (Soto Cano Air
BaseArmy regulations) haveno“ACAP
transition Troopsto Teachersinthe Cen-
ter. CONUSACAP offices on CONUS
posts have a GS-12 and five-member
staff, not connected at all with the post
Army education centers. Pick up the
three-page web and 1-800 Info contact
numbersfrom the Education Center, and
goonlineforfollow-up. Yournextvisitto
aCONUSpost isyour follow-up action;
fortheAir Force, gototheir Base Educa-
tion Center, and for Army personnel, go
tothePost ACAPtransitionoffice.

New Postal Rates

Effective Jan. 7, the price of postage
increased for both domestic and interna-
tional mail.

Self-Help Center
TheDyncorp Self-Help Center isopen
to help troops maintain their barracks
rooms. They offer minor construction
materials, tool sand saf ety equipment for
themai ntenanceand beautification of liv-
ingand work areas. They al so have pesti-
cidesfor controlling insectsand rodents.
Troopsmust first attend asafety classbe-
foreusing the equipment. For moreinfor-
mation, contact Jose Reyesat ext. 4139.

UMUC Term Three

UMUCwill beoffering classesfor the
winter term. Classesbeginon Feb. 5and
end on Mar. 23. UMUC is offering Ele-
mentary Spanish |, Advanced Featuresof
Microcomputer Applications Software,
Contemporary Topics and Application
and Introductionto Small BusinessMan-
agement. Threeseminar classesareal so
scheduled: Introduction to Microcom-
puters Hardware and Software, Desktop
Operating Systems and Introduction to
Microcomputers: Accessinginformation
via the Internet. For  more
information,contact Luis Ortiz at ext.
4557.

Photos by SPC Jeremy Heckler

Senior Master Sgt. Bob Jenkins of the Fire Dawgs, and another competitor vie for pie-eating supremacy.

2001: An AirBase Odyssey

By SPC Jeremy Heckler
Iguana Editor

Soto Cano kicked off 2001 with a
bang astroopsconvergedontheOasis
Clubfor funand excitement and said
goodbyetotheyear 2000.

Therevelerstrickled into the club
asthey signed up for ashot at the ulti-
mateprize, oneroundtripticket home
aswell astripsto Roatan and Utilaand
other Honduran vacation spots.

On the Oasis Club stage, the band
Skypark was tuning up on the first
night of their Department of Defense
tour. The band rocked away to the
classicsaswell as some of their own
originals.

In between sets, members of the
band sat in and participatedinthepie-
eating contest, alongwithmembersof
the 1st Battalion, 228th Aviation Reg-
iment, MEDEL,ARFOR andtheFire
Department. SPC Anthony Hammond
of Company A, 1st Battalion, 228th
Aviation Regiment took the title of
best pieeater, completing histwo pies
and starting on athird beforethe con-
testwascalled.

Hammond later got jiggy withiton
stagewith Skypark.

Later in the evening, troops com-
petedin an egg tossand ahot dog eat-
ing contest for pride and prizes fur-
nished by AAFES.

“QOur goal isto get asmany people
together to meet and feel welcome,”

said CSM Herman Fisher, Joint Task
Force-Bravo command sergeant ma-
jor who steppedintotheroleof Father
Timefor theevent.

As midnight drew near, a DJ kept
the club rocking through thenight, as
members of Soto Cano got funky on
the OasisClub’ sdancefloor.

“1 like the fact that we can be to-
gether asfriendsbecausewearesofar
away from home,” said SPC Renee
Rothwell of MEDEL. Thisisthesec-
ond straight year that Rothwell has
welcomedtheNew Year inadeployed
area. Last year she was deployed to
Camp DohaintheKuwaiti desert.

“The whole holiday season has
been great, because eventhoughI’m
away from home, I’'m here with my
friends, enjoying the season,” said
PFC DionneBrown of MEDEL.

The closing minutesof 2000 slow-
ly ticked off as Father Time gathered
up the troopsfor the playing of Auld
Lang Syne.

Whentheclock struck midnight the
clubbrokeoutincelebration, takingto
the dance floor, rocking in the New
Year.

The year 2000 was now a not-so-
distant memory and the year 2001 is
under way.

The Oasis Clubrocksinthe New Year and says goodbyeto theold year
Dec. 31, 2000.



